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Various hypotheses haye been made regarding1 tin* iKiture and origin of light. The most important ol these-arc; the emission or corpuscular theory and the undulalorv theory.
The emission or corpuscular theory ol light was sup-ported by Newton. It supposes light (o consist of exceedingly small particles, projected with enormous velocity from a luminous body. Although this theory seems to have support in many of the phenomena of light, (he velocity of light alone, as at present recogni/ed, would seem to render
Comparison of Sound and Light Wave*,.
it untenable, however infinitesimal the projected particles might be. Tyiula.ll has said that a body having the weight ol one grain, moving1 with the velocity of light, would pus. sess the momentum of a cannon ball weighing one hundred and fifty pounds and moving with a velocity of i.exsa feet a second; but the most delicate tests known to science have* failed to show that lig-ht possesses any mechanical lurer,
The emission theory of lig-ht was opposed first by lloukr, Muy^ens, and Eider, who believtrd that the propagation of li^ht was due to wave motion. All other eminent scientists supported Newton for one hundred years, but the undu-latory theory was finally established beyond a question, by Young and Frcsncl.         The luminous rose shown  in the same \.(M-
